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DISCOURSE BY ELDER BRIGHAM YOUNG. 


Tue following discourse was delivered by Elder Brigham Young at the 
Weber Stake Conference, Ogden, Monday, January 18, 1897. 

I am pleased to see so many out this afternoon, and I regret that the 
house was not filled this morning to hear President George Q. Cannon. I 
considered it a privilege to listen to his remarks. I rejoice that we have 
men who can teach us the way of life and salvation. As much as I love 
life and the good things of life that God has provided for us, the Gospel 
is more to me than all else on earth. I have never found on the pages of 
history anything so satisfactory as the Gospel. Through the Spirit of 
this Gospel the Bible has become to us a new book, because we can read 
it by the light of that Spirit. It is a lamp that sheds additional ray upon 
the scriptures, making us to understand the Bible better than any other 
people upon the face of the earth. Without this light, the Bible has 
become a stumbling block to our brethren and sisters of the Christian 
denominations. But with this light of the Holy Spirit it is possible to 
walk in the ways of life and salvation. And God has granted this great 
boon unto this people, because of their hun.ility and obedience. It is the 
humility of the heart, not wealth, nor fine apparel, nor beautiful houses, 
that wins in the courts of heaven and insures God’s blessing upon the 
creature. All men are born to receive, if they will, the higher order. It 
will not be intolerable for the heathens in the day of judgment, provided 
they have lived according to the best light that has been given them; but 
it will be intolerable for the individual who has received the light and 
then rejected it, and sinned knowingly before God. These are they on 
whom perchance the second death will have power. I find myself with 
you to some extent in a precarious condition. We are walking in the 
straight and narrow path that leads unto eternal life; and with the 
knowledge that we: possess, if we but deviate to the right, hand or to the 
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left and turn from that path that leads to eternal life, it is written that 
we had better never have been born upon the earth. This is scripture, 
and not to have been born upon the earth would render us, it seems to 
me, incapable of receiving a celestial glory in the presence of our Father. 
These bodies are given to us that we may attain unto this celestial state 
through obedience. As Christ ascended and obtained His supremacy 
through obedience, so have His brethren and sisters, the sons and 
daughter of God, to attain unto this blessing through obedience in a 
flesh. Obedience i is at the foundation of all the blessings of God. 

is Ao bidssing without it; If a blessing is bestowed on the disobe — 
it may become a curse to him; and the more blessed the thing bestowed 
the greater the curse unto the disobedient creature. This we have experi- 
enced. The good things of the earth are for the children of our Father 
in heaven ; 5 but when we receive and abuse them they become a curse unto 
us. Man is a peculiar being. I have studied myself enough to know 
that I am one of the most peculiar of all of God’s creations. I know not 
myself. I cannot tell who I am. I may look at my face in a mirror, but, 
as itis written, I go away and immediately forget what manner of man 
Iam. I think to-day that I will be faithful, that I will perform a certain 
act; but influences come along and turn me from the path | would tread 
in, and before the sun sets 1 do things that I never dreamed of. I find 
myself in a dual capacity, and that there is a warfare going on within me. 
There are two distinct parts within me—one the spiritual, from God, and 
the other of the earth earthy. I know that that spirit dwells in this 
temple. It is here for a season, to purify this house in which I dwell, and 
to make it a fit habitation for the spirit in the celestial kingdom of our 
God. To my understanding, the spirit is without a house to dwell in 
when it forfeits the body that God has given to it, and a spirit without a 
body cannot attain to the celestial kingdom. I find also that this warfare 
within me is of a very peculiar nature. I have two minds in me as well 
as two beings. When the Spirit of God rests upon me and I make up my 
mind, then the spirit has been communicated with by the Spirit of God, 
and it determines what course it will pursue. Then it has to deal with 
the being in which it dwells, with all those tastes and imperfections that 
seem to have come down to us from our fathers. The spirit begins its 
warfare upon the flesh, upon the appetites of the flesh, to try and over- 
come them. By and by I decide that, instead of doing what I was con- 
vinoed was proper, I will cater to an appetite that I have acquired in the 
flesh. Here commences a war between the spirit and the flesh. I am like 
the man who resolved that he would pass a certain whisky saloon without 
stopping to take a drink. He walked straight as a soldier past the liquor 
establishment, and when he got a few rods past he said, “Now I'll go 
back and treat resolution.” It is the tendency of the human family to 
“treat: resolution.” I find this war going on in me. But my reflections 
on this subject carry me at times beyond where I have power to express 
my ideas. Something tickles the palate of a man and he cannot refrain 
from it; and after his taste is gratified in one particular, he looks for 
something else. It is like our sons and daughters: just as soon as one 
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party is over, where they have danced until they are exhausted, they 
want to know when they can have another party. n so we go on, 
hastening from one indulgence to another. | 

Now, there is a conflict going on within us nano the spirit * the 
flesh. Which will succumb? Will the spirit within me, with which God 
holds converse by His Spirit, succumb to the appetites of the flesh, or will 
it overpower every feeling and appetite of the body and bring it into 
subjection to the spirit, that it may be prepared, through the grace of 
God, for an exaltation in His presence? e 
to-day. 

President Cannon spoke of prayer. I Mave seen in books of vastus 
denominations a form of prayer printed for almost every occasion—prayer 
for thanksgiving, prayer for mourning, prayers for morning and evening, 
prayers for the birth of a child and also for the christening, etc. Every- 
thing in the shape of prayer seems to be prepared for the people. The 
way to serve God is made just as easy as possible. It is like a boy I saw 
in a certain city which has a large number of images and everybody that 
passes an image takes his hat off to it. This boy was about fourteen years 
old and he was passing one of these images, and without looking at it, but 
simply as a matter of habit, he doffed his hat to the image and went on. 
What is prayer? Is it simply the glancing of the eye on the written page 
which tells you what you are to say to God? If this is all there is in it, 
why not let our religion be made as easy as possible? We might go so far 
as to be like the man who had got tired of even reading his prayers, so he 
had his evening prayer printed and posted up at the head of his bed, and 
before he would jump into bed he would say, “Lord, them’s my senti- 
ments.” But if the heart of man is to be schooled in the religion of 
Jesus Christ, and the appetites of the flesh are to be overcome, as Jesus 
overcame, and this body is to be brought into subjection to the law of 
Christ, of what use is all this extraneous matter? None whatever. * is 
but a device of the enemy to lead the multitude astray. 

Now, this people are not going to obtain salvation in any easy manner. 
The Latter-day Saints have got to war with the appetites of the flesh, with 
the traditions of the fathers, and with those things which God has com- 
manded us to eschew. When we retire at night, instead of having a 
printed prayer, we must kneel down before the Lord with a broken heart 
and a contrite spirit, and then the Lord will surely bear us off victorious. 
Brethren and sisters, have we undertaken this warfare to conquer, or are 
we yielding to the insidious influences that are brought among us? Iam 
reminded of a story I read on one occasion of an old man who was ascend- 
ing a steep hill, and there were seven devils pulling at his skirts and jerk- 
ing him back. A traveler observing this, wondered why there should be 
so many little devils pulling at the old man’s garments determined to 
defeat his efforts to get up this steep place; but be went on and came to 
& great city, where he saw one little devil perched up on the pinnacle of a 
shaft, half asleep. He thought that was strange. He had seen seven ot 
these little fellows trying to annoy an old man who was striving to climb 
up a steep place, and here was a great city with a hundred thousand 
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people in it and only one little sleepy imp. He asked what the meaning 
of this was. The reply was that this old man was determined to follow in 
a path that led to somewhere that was good, while the hundred thousand 
people were resting easy following their own pleasure, and the little fellow 
bad nothing to do, for they were traveling the road he wanted them to 
travel. I say to you Latter-day Saints, you are climbing a s‘eep hill, and 
there are more than seven devils to every one of you, determined that you 
shall not gain the prize that you are laboring for. And the warfare is 
internal, as well as external, and is going on constantly. The Latter-day 
Saints have the world upon their back determined to overthow them, if it 
is in their power to do it. Why do I say this? Are there not good men 
and women in the world? Yes, just as good as we are. But here is a 
system that is superior to any system that has ever been discovered since 
the Gospel was revealed to man upon the earth. The Gospel never bas 
been revealed before in the perfection that we behold it to-day, because 
the restitution of all things in one has been left to the last days. This 
Gospel is to regenerate fallen man, through the instrumentality of those 
who will engage in the work; and every man and woman is called to this 
work, if he or she will receive it. God will give to all freely who will 
receive it; and as you have undertaken this labor, Jet your trust be in 
Him, and you will carry it to a successful issue. But I say to you that 
every man, woman and child will see the time when they will bow the 
knee and confess that Jesus is the Christ to the glory of God the Father. 
God has committed this work to the Latter-day Saints; and He calls upon 
us now in this time of temptation and trial, sorrow and gladness—the 
most peculiar time that ever was upon the earth—to be as faithful as our 
brethren and sisters who have died and gone to their place of rest, as 
faithful as Joseph Smith and Hyrum Smith, who gave their lives to per- 
petuate what we enjoy to-day. As Jesus laid down His life for the whole 
world, so did the Prophet Joseph Smith and the Patriarch Hyrum Smith 
lay down their lives in Carthage jail, and John Taylor spilled his blood, to 
make possible what we enjoy to-day in the blessings of the everlasting 
Gospel. We stand to-day upon the foundation of the blood of martyrs, 
and the fiat has gone forth that this work is perpetuated through the 
shedding of the blood of the best men of the nineteenth century. Shall 
we, then, forsake the benefits that God has given unto us? Shall I permit 
these fleshly desires and appetites of mine to destroy the hope that I have 
of everlasting life? Oh, no! Nor will the Latter-day Saints do it; but 
they will cleave to light and truth. What kind of a prayer shall I offer? 
Shall I offer the prayer of my heart, or shall I say that the printed prayer 
is good enough for me? God requires the heart. Jesus has bought us 
with a price, by the sacrifice of His life. Again our Father has bought 
this people by bringing them out from the midst of their enemies and 
planting them here, where they can have every blessing that their hearts 
can desire in righteousness. Never has a Latter-day Saint done a good 
thing withoyt the Lord being present immediately to reward him. When- 
ever I have done 9 good act God has rewarded me right then. Yet, as it 
is, yritten ip the Book of Mormon, I still owe Him my life, my family, my 
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surroundings, my good father and mother, and all that I have that is 
beautiful and lovely. Now, after He has blessed us with these things, 
shall we take the bit in our teeth and say that we will go our own road 
If we do, we shall go to destruction. This people have a work to perform 
that the world know little about, and I fear that many of us do no appre- 
ciate it. 

Brethren and sisters, I testify to you that the Gospel of the Bon of God 
is in the midst of this people. I testify to you that the power is in the 
midst of this people to overcome the evil that is in the world: The power 
is given unto this people, in embryo, to save this nation from destruction. 
Power is given unto us to do a work for the dead that have passed away 
without a knowledge of the Gospel, that the prison doors may be opened; 
that the prisoners may go free and partake of the blessings of heaven in 
conjunction with us. The power is given unto us to prepare a church and 
a kingdom that God will accept; and whoever of this congregation are 
upon the earth when Jesus Christ appears will, if faithful, be caught up 
to meet Him in the air, while others will suffer the destruction that will 
come upon the earth. We know these things and can testify of them. 
Therefore, ]+:t us take a course that will be approved of God, that through 
our faithfulness we may receive the blessings which He has promised 
unto us. 

May God bless us s abundantly and give us more of His Holy Spirit, more 
union, more light, more intelligence, though 1 do not want more unless I 
can live by it. A short time ago I met a minister coming from his church 
and as some children were passing he said, “Oh! that I could be a child 
again!” I asked him what he wanted to be a child again for. “Oh,” said 
he, “if I could be a child like one of these, I could serve my God all my 
days.” “Why,” said [, “you might serve the devil—how do you know? 
You had better be satisfied with your lot.“ Take what God has provided, 
be humble, pure, honorable, upright, pay your debts, serve God with an 
undivided heart, and trust Him in His beneficence for the salvation which 
He will give every son and daughter that is worty of it. Amen. 


FORGIVENESS. 


FOLLOWING is a portion of the sixth chapter of Matthew: 


And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for 
they love to pray standing in the — Ts in the corn aps of the 
streets, hes, they may be seen of men rily, I say unto you, the y have 

eir reward 

But thou, when thot prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thet hast 
shut thy pray A Father which is in secret; and thy Father 
which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly. 

But when ye pray, use not yain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they 
think tha ne shall be heard for their much speakin 

* not t ye therefore like unto them: for your Fa her inéweth what 

ve need of, before ye ask Him 

2 this manner therefore pray ye: "Oar * which art in heaven, | 


hallowed be Thy name. 
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Thy kingdom come. Thy will 
Give us this day our daily bread. 4 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: ‘for Thine is 
= kin — and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father vin also 
forgive ou: 
ut if ye forgive not men their mee. neither will your Father 


forgive your trespasses. 


Read and viewed in the light of the sequence of ae ed andi in 
the order of literary composition, the five verses which express the Lord's 
prayer form an introduction to the two verses which express the law of 
forgiveness. In other words, viewed in this light, the Lord’s prayer, one 
of the sublimest utterances ever placed on record since the world began, 
becomes a prelude to another which announces the great principle of for- 
giveness as one of the conditions of salvation. Students of the scriptures 
ought to exercise care in permitting one passage to outweigh another, 
and in giving to each the importance to which it is entitled; but we think 
no harm can come from regarding the Lord’s prayer as leading up, in one 
feature, to the Savior’s enunciation of the principle expressed in the verses 
which-follow it, since the Lord Himself thus applied it. 

This view adds to the importance of that principle, and tends to impress 
upon the mind the necessity for putting it in practice in our associations 
with each other. Indeed, the language employed by the Savior in express- 
ing this law indicates that He regarded it as of the utmost consequence, 
for He plainly says that if we forgive not men their trespasses, our Father 
will not forgive us; and without the forgiveness of our sins how can we 
expect to receive an inheritance in our Father’s kingdom? 

In the early rise of this Church, it was quite’ natural that great stress 
should be laid by its Elders in their preaching upon what are commonly 
called the first principles of the Gospel, because it was necessary for the 
people to learn these first. And later when the Saints began colonizing 
the fastnesses of the mountains, conditions made it necessary for the 
temporal and practical features of their religion to be given, for the time 
being, great prominence. In short, what might be called the first, or the 
simpler, or the more elementary principles of the Gospel have been taught 
more abundantly among the Saints than have others of a more abstract 
nature. The outward conduct of the individual has been more frequently 
dwelt upon than has the inward discipline to which he must conform his 
soul, and to which he must subject his proud, selfish and rebellious spirit. 

But the great body of the present adult membership of the Church have 
been long enough in the Gospel school to give more attention to some of 
its higher, or deeper, or more abstract principles than they have heretofore 
done; and none such to which they can turn their minds can claim pre- 
cedence over the law of forgiveness. In one sense it is an easy law to 
obey. It is easy in the sense in which the Savior spoke when He said: 
“My yoke is easy and my burden is light.” That is, to him who has the 
Spirit of the Lord, nothing is hard which the Lord requires. 

But from the standpoint of carnal man, the law of forgiveness 10 0 one: of 
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the most difficult to obey that ever has been revealed to him. He 2 
have faith enough to make himself an outcast for the Gospel’s sake; 
perform missions and endure all the sacrifices incidental thereto; to pro 
freely of his earthly possessions, and even the whole thereof, for the cause 
of truth; he may even have faith enough to perform miracles, and yet 
not be able to so far subdue his feelings and his spirit as to say with truth 
that in his heart he forgives the man who has injured him most. 

And yet it is to this degree of subjection to the law of God that every 
man and woman must come who would enter His presence and receive of 
His glory. Before any son or daughter of Adam can:receive such a salva- 
tion, the heart must be purged of all hardness, and a perfect and complete 
forgiveness must be extended to the individual’s worst enemy. No man 
can receive of the glory of the Father's kingdom while holding feelings of 
hardness towards a brother. 

The power to forgive one’s enemies, in the sense meant-by the Santen is 
an attribute of a most exalted character, and is attended only by the aid 
of the Spirit of God. It is acquired by fasting and prayer, and a life in 
strict conformity to the principles of righteousness. Hence it is that 
every man who acquires it can appear before the Lord, at the end of his 
earthly probation, and claim a forgiveness of his sins, and the reward of a 
just man made perfect through sacrifice, diligence and obedience.— Deseret 
News. 


SAdAcrrr or Horsgs.—In the year 1872, during a shirmish with tho 
Sioux Indians, the Third United States Cavalry formed an encampment 
in the valley on the southern border of Dakota. At nightfall the horses 
were tethered by a long line to the ground. Toward daybreak a violent 
storm of rain and hail burst over the valley, when the terrified animals 
broke loose from their fastenings and tore away up the steep sides of the 
valley into the territory of the enemy. Without horses, at the mercy. of 
the enemy, we would have been lost; yet it was impossible, in the dark- 
ness, to go after them into an unknown country, probably full of Indians. 
The commanding officer, as a last resource, ordered the stable call to be 
sounded. In a few minutes every horse had 2 to the — 


ment, and we were saved.—TZ/uerfreund. 


„Sox people,” says a German writer, are always finding fault with 
nature for putting thorns on roses. Now I always thank her for putting 
roses on thorns.” It is best to go about in life seeking the roses and 
trying to overlook the thorns. It is not so difficult when we once have 
formed the habit, and the habit is the key that opens the door to happi- 
ness for its possessor. Certain it is that it is a source of pleasure to those 
whom its Possessor chances to meet. | 


Just as the ee the musoles grows with 8 as the skill 
of the hand is acquired by constant practice, just as the mental faculties 
develop by the discipline of wise education, so the moral nature a 
— 
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THURSDAY, APRIL 1, 1897. 


BLESSINGS OF TRUE RELIGION. 


Ir has been truly remarked that the natural impulse of human beings is 
to.worship some being or power. Intuitively they feel that there exists 
a Being who is far superior to themselves in knowledge and power. Their 
reason and their traditions also confirm them in this belief. Whatever 
idea mankind may have of the character of this Being they all believe 
He has the power to and will reward the good and punish the wicked, 
so in all the religious observances of the various creeds in the world 
people seek to please the Being whom they worship, and thus gain His 
favor. Their religion is therefore a source of consolation or comfort to 
them, no matter what the character of their worship may be. 

But a false religion, no matter how much good it may possess, does not | 
by any means afford that satisfaction which is derived from serving the 
Lord in the true and proper way. False religion cannot give satisfaction, 
no matter how much apparent comfort people may derive from it. At 
best, those who embrace it can only hope that their worship is acceptable. 
They do not know positively, and their hope is ever — with doubt 
and uncertainty. 

The true worshipers of God, or those who worship Him in the correct 
way, are not left in doubt. They have an assurance from Him that He 
approves of their course, and every time they perform a requirement of 
the true Gospel they are re-assured or confirmed in the knowledge they 
‘possess. This is in fulfillment of the Savior's promise, that if any man 
will do the Father’s will, “he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of 
God, or whether I speak of myself.” It is consistent with man’s reason 
that this should be so. No one would undertake the study and practice 
of any art or science without being assured as he progressed that he was 
following, the right course, and that its principles were correct. There is 
no need for anyone to do so, for in learning any true art or science the 
student is convinced beyond a doubt of the truth of each principle as he 
learns and practices it. It is the same with those who learn and practice 
the principles of the true Gospel: they know the principles are correct, 
and they worship the Lord in an intelligent manner. 

Common sense suggests that the true Gospel should not and does not 
consist of a set of observances that have no meaning nor purpose, but 
that it is a perfect and complete system of discipline, calculated in its 
mature to educate and elevate those who obey its doctrines. True religion 
is therefore of inestimable value to mankind. It benefits them in this life 
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by making them more capable of enjoying their existence here, and at 
the same time qualifies and prepares them to receive and appreciate the 
glorious blessings in that better life to come. 

True religion enables those who embrace it to de be cheerful, na 
ful, and contented: When misfortunes or adversities overtake them they 
can endure them joyfully, knowing that the Lord will permit nothing to 
happen to them but that which will be for their ultimate benefit and 
happiness. All the troubles and trials of life are easily borne by those 
who have received the true Gospel, and are earnestly trying to obey its 
precepts. Those who live in accordance with the teachings of the true 
Gospel always feel to rely upon and place their full confidence in the Lord, 
and nothing that may transpire will disturb their peace of mind. When 
despised and ridiculed by the world or even forsaken by friends they can 
ever rest satisfied that there is One who has not forsaken them, and who 
approves of their conduct and will reward them for all their good deeds, 
This knowledge is ever a solace to them in the hour of prosperity or 
adversity. E. F. P. 


_ RELEASES AND APPOINTMENTS. —Willard C. Burgon, President of the 
-Cheltenham Conference, has been honorably released to return home 
April 8, 1897. 

Fred. W. N icholls, President of the London Conference, has been honor- 
ably released to return home April 8, 1897. 

Jesse Smith has been honorably released from laboring as a Traveling 
Elder in the Cheltenham Conference, to return home April 8, 1897. 

George Comer has been honorably released from laboring as a Travel- 
ing Elder in the Cheltenham Conference, to return home April 8, 1897. 

J. T. Rackham has been honorably released from laboring as a Travel- 
ing Elder in the Norwich Conferenee, to return home April 8, 1897. 

Elder George Shorten, has been appointed to preside over the London 
Conference. 

Elder Raguel parton has been eppointed to preside over the Cheltenham 
Conference. ‘ 


NORWICH CONFERENCE. 


TE Norwich Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints convened on Sunday, March 21, 1897, at 10:30 a.m., in Gordon Hall, 
Duke Stréet, Norwich. 

There were present of the Precidency of the nne Mission, Buben 8. 
Wells and Joseph W. McMurrin; President A. B. Call of the Sheffield, 
and Thomas Bailey of the Nottingham Conférence; J. H. Walker, Presi- 
dent of and J. T. Rackham, Thomas J. Webster, George W. McCune, Wm. 
Crane, H. A. Reeve, John Gull, Jos. J. Paul, Wm. H. Pitt, John Norris and 
John H. Ford, Traveling Elders in the Norwich Conference, and Elder 
Andrew Jenson, who is gathering historical information for the Church. 

. speakers at the morning service were President J. H. Walker, Elder 

m. Orane, President Thomas Bailey, Elder J. T. Rackham and President 
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A. N Call. All the brethren bore earnest testimonies of the restoration 
of the Gospel and the divine mission of the Prophet Joseph Smith. 

The afternoon session convened at 2:30 p.m. After the opening exercises 
were rendered, the sacrament was administered by Elders Wm. H. Pitt 
and John Norris. The general authorities of the Church and the presi- 
dency of the European Mission were presented and unanimously sus- 
tained. The Elders in the Conference were sustained as follows: Geo. 
W. McCune, President of the Norwich Conference; Hyrum A. Reeve and 
John Norris in the Norwich District; Thos. J. Webster and John H. 
Ford in the Lynn District; John Gull and Jos. J. Paul in Ipswich Dis- 

trict; Wm. Crane in the Lowestoft District; W. H. Pitt in the Cambridge 
District. 

President Walker then read the statistical report of the Norwich Con- 
ference from November 1, 1896 to March 21, 1897, as follows: Seventies, 
(Missionaries from Zinn); 11; Local Priesthood, Elders, 8; Priests, 8; 
Teachers, 3; Deacons, 1; members, 112; total officers and members, 132. 
Baptisms, 2; strangers’ houses visited in tracting, 6,425; by invitation, 
247; Gospel conversations, 1,215; tracts distributed, 30,142; books dis- 
tributed, 119; public meetings held, 79; cottage meetings, 38; out-door 
meetings, 6; Sunday School sessions, 18. | 

The remaining part of the time was occupied by President J. W. Mc- 
Murrin, who spoke on the necessity of divine revelation. The speakers 
at the evening session were President Rulon S. Wells and Elder Andrew 
Jenson. 

At 10 a.m. on Monday, the Elders all met in council meeting arid re- 
ported their labors. Timely counsel and advice were given by Presidents 
Wells and McMurrin, also by President J. H. Walker, who is released to 
return home. 

On Tuesday evening, March 23, 1897, a district conference meeting was 
held at the Latter-day Saints Chapel, Lowestoft, Suffolk. The speakers 
were Presidents Rulon S. Wells and Joseph W. McMurrin. There was a 
good turn out of Saints and strangers at all the meetings and all felt well 
repaid; and the Elders all return to their respective districts with renewed 
zeal. Hyrum A. Reeve, Clerk of Conference. 


LONDON CONFERENCE. 


Tue London Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints convened on Sunday, March 28, 1897, in the Hall at 36 Penton Street, 
Islington, London, at 10:30 a.m., and in the Clerkenwell Town Hall, rend 
Avenue, at 2:30 and 6:30 p. m. 

There were present of the Presidency of the European Mission, Rulon 
S. Wells, Jos. W. McMurrin and Edwin F. Parry; Elders Thos. Bailey 
President, and T. H. Cartwright of the Nottingham Conference; W. J. 
Panter of the Liverpool Conference; Wm. Crane of the Norwich Confer- 
ence, and the President and Traveling Elders of the London Conference, 
and Andrew Jenson who is traveling in the interest of Church history. 
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The speakers at the morning meeting were Elders George Shorten, 
Raguel Barber, Wm. E. Clark, B. J. Stewart, President Thos. Bailey and 
Elder Wm. Crane. President F. W. Nicholls read the report of the labors 
of the Elders in the London Conference for the preceding four months, 
as follows: Hall meetings held, 419; out-door meetings, 9; Sunday School 
sessions, 42; Gospel conversations, 2,082; tracts distributed, 66,018; books 
loaned, 358. Baptisms, 21; children blessed, 13; emigrated, 5; died, 4. 
Houses visited by invitation, 495; houses visited in tracting, 23,953. 
Seventies, (Missionaries. from Zion), 24; local Priesthood: Elders, 22; 

Priests, 9; Teachers, 7; Deacons, 12; dune 379; total officers and 
members, 429. 

The general authorities of the Church and the presidency of the N 
pean Mission were presented and unanimously sustained. The following 
Elders in the London Conference were also unanimously sustained in their 
respective fields of labor: George shorten as President of the London 
Conference, (in place of President F. W. Nicholls, honorably released to 
return home); E. J. Howell, C. D. Smith, C. B. Harper and Geo. Carpen- 
ter in the London district; Nathan Hawkes and A. Gardner in the Essex 
district; F. C. Sells and E. A. Stratford in the Bedford district; W. T. 
Seare in the Abingdon district; Fred. Langton in the Newbury distriot; 
Geo. Whetman and Fred. Saxey in the Hampshire district; Jesse T. 
Badger and E. M. Jones in the Canterbury district; George Hilton, George 
R. Baker and B. W. Sainsbury in the Sussex district; B. J. Stewart and J. 
W. Stringfellow in the Fulham district; S. E. Smith and W. E. Clark in 
the Stratford district. Elder Geo. Ellis, with Elder Robt. Hegbee and 
Wm. G. Bruce as his first and second counselors, was sustained as Presi- 
dent of the North London Branch. As President of the Sittingbourne 
Branch, Willis Simons, with Geo. Duncan and John Goodsell as first and 
second counselors, was sustained. The speakers in the afternoon were 
Elders Edwin F. Parry and Andrew Jenson, and those in the evening were 
Elders Jos. W. McMurrin and Rulon 8. Wells. 

All the meetings were well attended; at the evening meeting the fine 
hall was completely filled, and a good spirit was manifested. | 

At 10a.m.,on Monday the Elders met in Priesthood meeting and reported 
their labors and received valuable and timely instructions from Presi- 
dents Rulon S. Wells, Jos. W. McMurrin and Edwin F. Parry, also from 
Elders Andrew Jenson, F. W. Nicholls and Geo. Shorten. 

In the evening the Elders, Sainte and friends met in the capacity of a 
gathering. 

WX. G. Bruce, Clerk of Conference. 


THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD'S SUPPER 


Great care should be taken with the children in Sunday Schools to 
impress upon them the sacredness of the sacrament. Every Sunday, 
wherever Sunday Schools are held among the Latter-day Saints, the 
sacrament is administered to the children. The intention in granting 
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this ptivilege to the Sunday Schools is to teach or impress upon the 
children the sacredness of the ordinance. It has been hoped that in 
administering to them the bread and the cup, they would learn to rever- 
ence the name and memory of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and mote 
vividly realize His sufferings and death and the sacrifices which He made 
for us. 

These questions urise, “Are these ends reached by letting the children 
partake of the sacrament each Sunday in the Sunday Schools? Do the 
children obtain a clear idea of the purpose of the Sacrament? Or does 
the frequent administration of it to them lessen its sacredness in their 
eyes by making it too common a thing?” 

To have it made too common so that its impressiveness and sanctity 
would be lost upon the children would be unfortunate. This would defeat 
the object which was had in view when it was decided to introduce the 
sacrament into the Sunday Schools. 

Let us ask the superintendents and teachers of Sunday Schools con- 
cerning this matter: | 

What is the effect upon the children of administering this ordinance in 
your schools? Is it treated lightly by them, and do they fail to appre- 
ciate its import and sacredness? 

We need not say to you that if this be the case the effect is bad. Chil- 
dren should not be permitted to grow up without respect and reverence 
for this holy ordinance. We hear reports from some schools to the effect 
that the children’s conduct when the sacrament is being administered is 
far from proper. It is said they are rude, careless and disorderly; they 
seem to have no understanding of the purpose of the sacrament and do 
not act as though they thought there was anything sacred about it. 

The Lord Jesus has told His people and impressed upon His servants in 
the most solemn manner that the sacrament is a holy and sacred ordinance 
that cannot be trifled with. In conformity with His instructions the 
writer has had occasion in several instances while laboring in the minis- 
try abroad to refuse the sacrament to persons whose conduct had been 
improper. It sometimes occurs that it is necessary to do this to give to 
members of the Church a clear idea of this ordinance, and that it is too 
sacred to be partaken of by any person whose conduct is not that of a 
Saint. We have found this method of dealing with members who have 
been guilty of improper conduct very effective. Not only were the per- 
sons thus dealt with taught an impressive lesson but it had an excellent 
effect upon all the members of the Church who knew of the occurrence. _ 

We should like to see this method of dealing with unruly boys and girls 
adopted in our Sunday Schools. If after being taught and remonstrated 
with they do not behave themselves with decorum, they should be made 
to feel the cohsequences of such misconduct. The sacramént should be 
withheld from them. No one should be permitted to partake of it who is 
disobedient or unmannerly or whose general conduct is not that of a Saint. 
If this course be judiciously pursued in our Sunday Schools, the effect will 
be very salutary. By this means children will learn to look upon the 
sacrament in the right light and that they cannot partake of it unworthily. 
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Let this once be fixed in their minds and they will never forget it, it will 
cling to them throughout their lives. | 

But, on the other hand, if children are permitted to partake of the Lord’s 
supper without being admonished and reprimanded when they behave 
badly, and without the sacrament being withheld from them, when they are 
disorderly and irreverent, there is danger that they may grow up with feel - 
ings akin to contempt for the ordinance. Such a result would be deplor- 
able. We hope, therefore, that the superintendents and teachers of Sun- 
day Schools will take this matter into consideration and spare no pains 
to maintain the sacredness of the sacrament and build up in the minds of 
the children a holy reverence for it.—GrorcE Q. CANNON, in Juvenile 


Instructor. 3 


JOSEPH SMITH’S DIVINE MISSION. 


| ANCIENT PROPHECIES FULFILLED THROUGH HIS MINISTRY. | 


In the second chapter of Isaiah is found the following prediction, “And 
it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the Lord’s 
house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted 
above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. And many people shall 
go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the 
house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will 
walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of. 
the Lord from Jerusalem.” The same prophecy is recorded in the fourth 
chapter of the book of Micah. The State of Utah, and the surrounding 
country occupied by the Latter-day Saints is situated on what is called 
the “back bone of the American Continent,” in the “tops of the moun- 
tains.” In Salt Lake City, the headquarters of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, there stands a temple erected and dedicated 
to the nanie of the Lord. In three other cities of Utah are similar build- 
ings, all of which are raised to the name of the Most High, by the Latter- 
day Saints, and by the way, they are the only temples in the world dedi- 
cated to the Lord, and in which the holy ordinances pertaining to His 
house are performed. The mountain on which the great temple stands 
is established “in the tops of the mountains,” “exalted above the hills,” 
and people from all nations are flowing unto it as they are being gathered 
out “from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.” “Many 
people,” as the prophet predicted, go and say “Come ye, and let us go up 
to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob,” and they 
are being taught His ways, by men who understand them through the 
revelations received from Him. | 
It may be contended that this and the other prophecies concerning the 
gathering of Israel refer to the gathering of the Jews to Jerusalem. It 
is true that there are predictions that the Jews shall be gathered to Jeru- 
salem, but throughout the scripture prophecies there are two places of 
gathering mentioned—Zion and Jerusalem. Both places are mentiened . 
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in the quotation given above. In the fortieth chapter of Isaiah the 
prophet also says: O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into 
the high mountain.” There are no high mountains in Jerusalem. The 
top of the highest mountain peak in all of Palestine is 331 feet below the 
valley of the Great Salt Lake, in which Salt Lake City is situated. 

Among other events that the ancient prophets predicted should trans- 
pire before the “coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord,” is the 
one declared by Malachi: “Behold, I will send you Elijah the n 
before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord.“ 7 

The Prophet Joseph Smith testifies that this was fulfilled on the third 
day of April, 1836. At that time the body of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints was situated in Kirtland, Ohio, where they had 
erected a temple to the Lord. It was in this temple that the vision was 
received by Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery, in which the Prophet 
Elijah appeared unto them. They describe his appearance and message 
as follows: After this vision had closed, another great and glorious 
vision burst upon us, for Elijah the prophet, who was taken to heaven 
without tasting death, stood before us, and said—Behold, the time has 
fully come, which was spoken of by the mouth of Malachi, testifying that 
he (Elijah) should be sent before the great and dreadful day of the Lord 
come. To turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the children 
to the fathers, lest the whole earth be smitten with a curse. Therefore 
the keys of this dispensation are committed into your hands, and by this 
ye may know that the great and dreadful day of the Lord is near; even at 
the doors.” 

As evidence of the truth of this statement is the fact that bent the 
Prophet Joseph Smith was revealed the doctrine of salvation for the dead, 
a doctrine that had not been understood in the world for many centuries 
until he taught it. It is nevertheless a scriptural doctrine, and is referred 
to by Peter in his First Epistle and third chapter, where he says: For 
Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he 
might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by 
the Spirit: by which also he went and preached unto the spirits in 
prison; which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering . 
of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein 
few, that is, eight souls were saved by water.” It is also referred to by 
Paul in the fifteenth chapter of First Corinthians, where he says, „Else 
what shall they do which are baptized for the dead, if the dead rise not at 
all? Why are they then baptized for the dead?” 

That one person can perform a Gospel ordinace for and . behalf of 
ential is not contrary to the teachings of the scriptures. Christ did a 
vicarious work for all mankind when He atoned for the sins of the world. 
By that atonement He brought about the resurrection from the grave, and 
made man’s eternal salvation possible, as declared by the Apostle Paul in 
the following passages: As in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all 
be made alive,” (I Cor. 15: 22); and “Being made perfect, he became the 
author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him.” (Heb. 5: 9.) It 
is evident from the teachings of the Savior and His Apostles that there is 
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8 necesaloy Bor such a provision in the plan of redemption. Christ em- 
phatically declared that a man cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven 
-without baptism. He said to Nicodemus, “Except a man be born of the 
water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” He 
also, in sending His disciples to teach all nations, commanded them to 
baptize those who believed them. As many good people have died with- — 
out baptism, not having had the privilege of being baptized in this life 
and as they cannot themselves attend to that ordinance after death, it is 
consistent to believe that there is some way provided for them to receive 
admission into the kingdom of heaven. Now, as the Savior has declared, 
they cannot do so without baptism, the only alternative appears to be for 
some one else to attend to that ordinance for them. 

This doctrine respecting the dead introduced by Joseph Smith was to 
the effect that those who die without the privilege of receiving the Gospel 
will have an opportunity to hear and accept it in the spirit world, and the 
outward ordinances necessary to salvation can be attended to in their 
behalf by persons living in mortality. 

Since this doctrine has been revealed the hearts of the children have 
been turned to their fathers, for many thousands of those who have 
accepted the doctrine have manifested their solicitude for the welfare of 
their dead ancestors by having the necessary ordinances performed for 
them in the temples which the e N Saints have built for that 
purpose. 

The claims aide that J oseph Smith was a divinely inspired prophet 
are strictly in accord with the teachings of the holy Scriptures. The 
ancient prophet declared that “Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but 
he revealeth his secret unto bis servants the prophets.” (Amos 3: 7). 
Several of the ancient prophets predicted wonderful events that should 
take place in the last days. Jeremiah, speaking in the name of the Lord, 
says, the days will come when “it shall no more be said, the Lord liveth, 
that brought up the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt; but, The 
Lord liveth, that brought up the children of Israel from the land of the 
north, and from the lands whither he had driven them: and I will bring 
them again into their land that [ gave unto their fathers.” (Jer. 16: 14, 
15). From this it appears that the deliverance of the children of Israel 
from Egyptian bondage would be an insignificant event compared with 
what the Lord should do at some future time. Isaiah says, refering toa 
time in the future, “And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all 
flesh shall see it.together: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.” 
(Isaiah 40: 5). The Savior, in describing what should transpire before 
His second coming, says, “Immediately after the tribulation of those days 
shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the 
stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken.” 
(Matt. 24: 29). If such remarkable occurrences are about to happen, and 
if it is true that the Lord reveals His secrets to His servants the prophets, 
is it not reasonable to expect that a prophet should arise and announce 
the coming of these things? The whole history of God’s s dealings- “with 
ee that He invariably sent inspired prophets 
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